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Period for Reply 


A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 1-12 and 25-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Re claim 1 and 25: The claimed invention is directed toward a non-tangible subject 
matter because the claim states only non-tangible inventions of abstract nature. Although 
the applicant has stated the method of using an electronic learning system in the preamble 
of claim 1, it does not automatically place the claim in the process statutory category. No 
physical transformation is present to establish a practical application of the abstract idea. 
Furthermore, the process disclosed in the claim does not contain a tangible result. Claim 
25 is also considered non-statutory for not having the same concept as claim 1 without 
any tangible results. The preamble of the claim stating an electronic learning system, an 
abstract idea, followed by the abstract components needed to accomplish its result. 
Therefore, the claimed invention is one of such non-statutory subject matter. 


Re claims 2-12 and 26-32 are dependent upon claims 1 and 25, respectively, do not 
disclose any further method or machine that has any tangible results and therefore also 
considered non-statutory. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Richard et al. 
(US 6,162,060). 

Re claim 1 and 13. Richard discloses a method and system for use in an electronic 
learning system that manages versioned learning objects in a master repository (main 
computer with a repository) and in a local repository (server with file storage which also 
contains various courses resident on server), the method comprising: detecting a version 
conflict associated with a learning object; and resolving the version conflict (abstract; col 
2-3; col 4, lines 22 - 48; lines 54 - 67; col 5, lines 1-15). 

Richard further discloses: 

Re claim 2 and 14. The method and system of claim 1, further comprising: creating the 
learning object in the local repository, the learning object comprising one of a new 
learning object and a new version of an existing learning object; wherein creating 
includes detecting and resolving version conflicts (abstract; col 2 -4; col 7, lines 60-68; 
col 8, lines 35-68; col 11, lines 1-15). 

Re claim 3 and 15. The method and system of claim 1, further comprising: transferring 
the learning object between the local repository and the master repository; wherein 
transferring includes detecting and resolving version conflicts (col 2-4; col 5, lines 10-15, 
lines 42-67; col 6, lines 30-67; col 7, lines 1-5). 
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Re claim 4 and 16. The method and system of claim 1, wherein detecting the version 
conflict comprises determining if two versions of the learning object will be present in 
the local repository (col 2-3; col 4, lines 35-67; col 6, lines 58-68; col 7, lines 1-5, lines 
35-55). 

Re claim 5 and 17. The method and system of claim 1, wherein detecting the version 
conflict comprises determining if an existing object in the local repository will reference 
two different versions of the learning object (col 2-4; col 6, lines 58-67; col 7, lines 1-12). 

Re claim 6 and 18. The method and system of claim 1, wherein resolving the version 
conflict comprises: identifying existing objects (application programs) in the local 
repository that reference the learning object; and changing references in the existing 
objects (col 2-3; col 4, lines 32-48, lines 55-60; col 5, lines 42-50). 

Re claim 7 and 19. The method and system of claim 6, wherein changing the references 
comprises modifying metadata in the existing objects (col 6, lines 8-36, lines 58-67). 

Re claim 8 and 20. The method and system of claim 1, wherein resolving the version 
conflict comprises providing an option to select a preferred version of the learning object 
by allowing the student to either finish the same obsolete version or a new version (col 6, 
lines 58-67; col 7, lines 1-5). 
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Re claim 9 and 21. The method and system of claim 1, wherein resolving comprises 
propagating metadata along a chain of objects that lead to the learning object (col 2-3; col 
4, lines 22-48, lines 55-67; col 5, lines 52-67; col 6, lines 58-67). 

Re claim 10 and 22. The method and system of claim 9, wherein the metadata is 
propagated in the master repository (col 2-3; col 4, lines 22-48, lines 55-67; col 5, lines 
52-67; col 6, lines 58-67). 

Re claim 1 1 and 23. The method and system of claim 1, wherein resolving comprises 
postponing conflict resolution until the learning object becomes editable (col 8, lines 35- 
45). 

Re claim 12 and 24. The method and system of claim 1, wherein detecting and resolving 
are performed at check-in of the learning object to the master repository (col 7, lines 60- 
67; col 8 lines 1-2). 

Re claim 25. An electronic learning system, comprising: a master repository which stores 
existing versions of learning objects; a local repository which stores alternate versions of 
the learning objects stored in the master repository; and a processor that executes 
instructions to display content that is based on at least some of the alternate versions of 
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the learning objects and at least some of the existing versions of the learning objects (col 
2-3; col 4, lines 20-47; col 6, lines 58-67; col 7, lines 1-5). 

Re claim 26. The electronic learning system of claim 25, wherein the processor executes 
instructions to: detect a conflict associated with an alternate version of a learning object 
stored in the local repository; and resolve the conflict (col 2-3; col 6, lines 58-68; col 7, 
lines 1-5, lines 35-68). 

Re claim 27. The electronic learning system of claim 26, wherein resolving comprises 
propagating metadata along a chain of objects that lead to the alternate version of the 
learning object (col 2-3; col 4, lines 22-48, lines 55-67; col 5, lines 52-67; col 6, lines 58- 
67). 

Re claim 28. The electronic learning system of claim 27, wherein the metadata is 
propagated in the master repository (col 2-3; col 4, lines 22-48, lines 55-67; col 5, lines 
52-67; col 6, lines 58-67). 

Re claim 29. The electronic learning system of claim 26, wherein resolving comprises 
postponing assignment of a cascading conflict resolution until the alternate version of the 
learning object becomes editable (col 8, lines 35-45). 
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Re claim 30. The electronic learning system of claim 25, wherein the local repository is 
divided into workspaces, each of the workspaces including alternate versions of the 
learning objects stored in the master repository, learning objects stored in one workspace 
not referencing learning objects stored in another workspace (col 4, lines 20-48). 

Re claim 3 1 . The electronic learning system of claim 26, wherein detecting and resolving 
are performed at check-in of the alternate version of the object to the master repository 
(col 7, lines 60-67; col 8 lines 1-2). 

Re claim 32. The electronic learning system of claim 26, wherein the processor creates 
the alternate version of the object by either (a) copying an existing- version of the object 
from the master repository to the local repository, or (b) generating the alternate object in 
the local repository (abstract; col 2-3; col 4, lines 21-47, lines 54-67; col 5, 1-15; col 7, 
lines 60-67). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Siefert teaches an invention concerns computer-assisted education stored in 
computer repositories. Ho teaches a computer-aided learning method and system for providing 
the free to where and when the user wants to learn. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kang Hu whose telephone number is (571)270-1344. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8-5 (Mon-Thu). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on 571-272-6996. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


/KH/ 


Kang Hu 
March 16, 2007 
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